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Through the power of storytelling, Streetside Stories values and cultivates young people’s voices, fostering 
educational equity and building community, literacy and arts skills.

CRITICSʼ CORNER — Here are Streetsideʼs favorite books!

1360 Mission Street, Suite 200
San Francisco, CA 94103

The Elementary Particles 
By Michel Houellebecq 
Considered the new Brave New World, French 
writer Michel Houellebecq presents the reader 
with contemporary characters lost in a dark 
and pessimistic world. Through them we see 

the future human race. A novel of ideas, Elementary Par-
ticles will force any reader to reevalute their place in the 
world.    
   Stephen Boyer
   Streetside A.C.E. Intern from USF

Stone Fox
By John Reynolds Gardiner
My favorite book is Stone Fox. This book is 
very nice and great. The reason that I like this 
book is because I like dogs and other animals. 

This book is about a dogsled race. Itʼs kind of sad at the end, 
but I liked it.

Lucy Zuo 
   Aptos After School Student

The Kite Runner 
By Khaled Hosseini 
The story chronicles the lives of two boys in 
Afghanistan and artfully deals with the issues 
of class, loyalty, political turmoil, and most 
importantly friendship. Hosseini, who is a lo-

cal author, took me on a journey to a part of the world I have 
never seen and made it come alive. I highly recommend it!

Tanya Clark 
         Streetside Board Member

 
Batouala
By René Marans
Batouala, a small village in Gabon and 
also the name of the main character, cre-

ates a bridge between pre-colonial and post-colonial Africa. 
Life transitions of a man take place in an era where cultures 
try to hold on to the past and cope with modernity. Batouala 
urges his people and the reader to be careful when walking 
through life, because at any moment, a wrong step could 
change the course of a personʼs life. 

José Arriaga 
              Tech Tales Facilitator
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My students, some of whom had just arrived in this country and 
spoke very little English, were eager to participate, raised their 
hands to offer suggestions, were able to remember details of sto-
ries, and were able to write descriptive paragraphs, narrative and 
dialogue, then weave them into a whole.

--Marilyn Swartz, a teacher who partnered 
with our Storytelling Exchange program

For almost fifteen years, Streetside has been helping students 
who are learning English to tell their stories and improve 
their literacy skills.  Over 25% of our students this year 
speak English as a second language.   Teachers like Marilyn 
Swartz tell us that Streetside helps students get excited about 
expressing themselves in English.

Now, the U.S. Department of Education has rewarded our 
work with English language learners. This is the third time 
that the U.S. Department of Education has recognized Street-
side as a national model for arts education. 

Streetside Helps English Language Learners
U.S. Department of Education Awards New Grant 

Streetside Launches 
New Website

In August, Streetside Stories launched a new, dynamic 
website. The website includes student stories, an up-to 
the-minute events calendar and the new Street Blog. 

The website was designed by a volunteer team, coordi-
nated by the Taproot Foundation. The web team created 
a living, breathing site that is chock full of news and 
stories, just like Streetside! Hats off to team members 
Maneesh, T. Hardy, Susan, Tan, Swati and Deirdre. 

On the Street Blog readers can share in our work in the 
classroom, celebrate the stories of young people and 
find out  about trends and happenings affecting arts ed-
ucation. Check out our new website at www.streetside.
org.

The Department of Education awarded us a four-year grant 
to do our programs with 1,000 students who are learning 
English.  And theyʼre also helping us evaluate the results, so 
that we can learn from data about how our programs help.  

Weʼll share the results of the evaluation nationwide, so oth-
ers can learn how to use storytelling and the arts to build 
English skills.

When it comes to learning English, sharing life stories is an 
incredible motivator.  Our students hear stories acted out by 
our staff and see movies created by other young people.  As 
a result, they want to tell their own stories. Then we take 
students through a step-by-step curriculum that helps them 
succeed at writing. 

In the end, English learners are very proud of themselves 
when they write a complete story. Our students agree.  As 
one student said, “Before I felt like I didnʼt fit into this big 
society because I couldnʼt speak and write right, and now I 
feel like Iʼm a part of it.”
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New Faces at Streetside Stories
There are lots of new great people working at Streetside this fall! 

Curtis Asch is a new Facilitator for our Tech Tales program. Curtis is a rapper, actor, 
director, poet and playwright. Over the last five years he has taught theater, writing 
and recording rap, poetry, digital storytelling and media literacy. 

Diana Gutierrez joins Streetside as a Storytelling Exchange Facilitator. Diana has 
taught high school English and dance in East Side San Jose. She is a professional 
actress, singer and dancer. 

Erika Padilla-Morales, a longtime Streetside volunteer, is our Digital Teachers 
Coach. Erika is a blatina boricua with a passion for music and the arts and their abil-
ity to galvanize communities. She has worked providing technology training to low-
income adults and young women. 

Jennifer Nette is Streetsideʼs Fundraising Coordinator.  Jennifer has worked in fund-
raising and program development at DC-based WAVE, a national youth development 
organization, and has a passion for education and youth empowerment. 

Cecilia Long joins Streetside as a Storytelling Exchange Facilitator. Cecilia has an 
extensive background in education, ranging from policy research and lobbying to 
teaching and tutoring. Cecilia is a jazz/inspirational vocalist, emerging actress and 
writer. She is currently working on a one-woman show and CD, and conducts jazz 
performance workshops. 

Streetside Students Win Awards from 
2006 San Francisco Youth Arts Festival

Streetside students made an amazing splash at the 
2006 Youth Arts Festival, nearly sweeping the 
memoir category.  That’s even more impressive 
when you realize that all of Streetside’s winners 
were in 6th grade--and competing against high 
school students! The 20th annual San Francisco 
Youth Arts Festival showcased visual art, literary 
art, instrumental art and dance performance from 
San Francisco schools. Students from Streetside’s 
2006 Storytelling Exchange were also featured per-
formers.  

Congratulations to the following Streetside students and middle schools: Angel Anqi 
Chen, gold medal, Luther Burbank; Jessica Nemerovski, silver medal,  Claire Lil-
ienthal; Diana Parada, bronze medal, James Denman; Fanny Yang, bronze medal, 
Francisco; Jennifer Ling, bronze medal, Aptos; Linda Fung, honorable mention,  
James Denman; Kristoffer Moeller, honorable mention, James Denman; Icela Mo-
jica, honorable mention, Enola Maxwell; and Gavin Liang honorable mention, Lu-
ther Burbank.

At the De Young museum, Angel Chen read her story, Angel’s Tear (see the story 
swap).  All the winners’ stories appear in our 2006 anthology Speaking My Piece, 
available on our website at www.streetside.org. 

 

Angel Chen receives award at 
the SF Youth festival, 
pictured with event keynote 
and director Octavio Solis



The Story Swap
At the beginning of each Streetside workshop, facilitators tell a story and ask students whether they have had a similar ex-
perience that they would like to share. This is called the Story Swap. This page is dedicated to sharing student stories. 

Angelʼs Tear
by Angel Anqi Chen 
Burbank Middle School
Storytelling Exchange

This is a true story. I 
didn t̓ make this up.

Twenty years ago, 
my mom was an ac-
tive girl. When she 
was 14 years old, she 
went out and played 

with lots of boys. Of course, they all liked 
to be friends with my mom.
    When my mom was 14 years old, she 
was a pretty girl. Her skin was white and 
yellow. Her eyes were brown, and her hair 
was long. Her voice was a little loud when 
she was mad.  If everything was okay, her 
voice was sweet. She liked to dance, so 
she always moved gracefully. My mom 
also liked to play basketball when she was 
a kid. She liked to sew, too. 
    Sometimes she felt happy, but not all 
the time.  Sometimes she felt angry.  When 
she went out to play with boys, she would 
worry because she knew that, when she 
came back home, her father might get 
mad at her (because she came back home 
late). People always felt that my mom was 
friendly, but they didnʼt know that my 
mom just wanted to be alone.
    Two years later, my mom met my dad 
when my dad was 18 years old and my 
mom was 16 years old.  At first, they were 
just friends, then they began dating. Then 
they got married.  When I was born, my 
mom was 19 years old. They divorced 
when I was three.
    Now my mom and I live in San Fran-
cisco, California and my dad is living in 
China! I was in China until I was ten years 
old. When I was in China, I had many 
friends in our school. In China, I was an 
active girl. Now I am in San Francisco, 
California. I have many friends in San 
Francisco, too!
    One day I was thinking. I questioned 
myself, did they care about my feelings? 
Why did they get divorced? Didnʼt they 
care how I would feel when I grew up? So 

I was not happy. I only liked to play 
and stay outside. 
    One day, the weather was cold and 
windy. When the bell rang, my class-
mates and I all went to the playground/
gym to play ball. Then we went down 
to our class.  We could smell chicken.  
It smelled good. I was very hungry, so 
I asked Ms. Szeto, “Ms. Szeto, when is 
the lunch coming?” 
    Ms. Szeto said, “Angel, are you hun-
gry?” 
    I answered, “Yep, Iʼm very hungry.” 
   Ms. Szeto said, “Just wait five min-
utes. Did you smell it? I think itʼs 
chicken. It made me feel hungry, too.” 
    Five minutes later, the lunch came.  I 
ate a lot of things.  I didnʼt want to go 
home early. 
   When I went home, my mom said 
to me that if I were a boy, she would 
give me to my dad. I didnʼt really un-
derstand what my mom meant by that, 
but I do know one thing—my dad 
wants me because he loves me, and he 
doesnʼt care if I am a boy or a girl! So I 
donʼt know if I was happy about that or 
not. I love my mom, and I love my dad, 
too. Why would they want to give me 
or push me to each other if I were a girl 
or a boy? I donʼt know. If I were a boy, 
would my mom really give me to my 
dad? I donʼt have an answer, because 
Iʼm a girl now.
    Every time I think about this, my 
heart hurts like something is on my 
heart. It bites my tears out. I donʼt like 
feeling like this, but I canʼt forget that 
they are divorced.
    One day, I said to my mom, “Would 
you want me if I were a boy?” I could 
hear nothing come out of my momʼs 
mouth. I thought she didnʼt hear it, so 
I said it one more time, but this time I 
yelled, “Would you want me if I were 
a boy?” 
    “What do you want to eat for din-
ner?” Mom asked. 
    I was mad. I yelled, “If I were a boy, 
what would you want to do?” 
   I was sure that, when I finished my 
question, I could hear a sigh from my 
momʼs mouth. Then she just told me, 

“I donʼt know!” 
    I felt sad and cried. I shouted, “Iʼm not 
hungry!” I went to my room. I cried that 
night on my bed. 
    After I cried, I felt better, but I didnʼt 
want my mom to know I was crying, be-
cause she always thinks that I am brave. I 
donʼt know what my mom thought when I 
went to my room. 
    After that, each time I tried to ask my 
mom about it, I couldnʼt even say one 
word.  Nothing! 
    Maybe it was because I wasnʼt brave 
enough to know the answer. I still have 
a long life ahead of me, but I still want 
my mom and my dad to hear what I be-
lieve and what I want. I want them to love 
each other again. I know if that dream 
would come true, I would feel happy and 
wouldnʼt worry so much. But now, I feel 
very tired of waiting for that dream to 
come true. Maybe my dream will never 
come true. But no matter how tired I am, 
I still want to wait for my dream to come 
true forever!
                        

Untitled
by Romy 
Youngquist
Aptos Middle 
School
Streetside 

     After School

I am from dandy lions,
from sugar and spice.

I am from the grass in my backyard, 
the dirt ground I feel when I wrestle.

I am from the tree I grew with my friends 
in my neighborhood.

I am from the saying that comes from 
my momʼs mouth,

“No one is responsible for
 your own mistakes.”

I am from the dish we cook in Africa
 we like to call sauce gombo.

I am from the skates
 from my hockey gear.
I am from my country, 

Cote dʼIvoire.
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Thank You 
Volunteers!

Dedicated volunteers make Streetsideʼs programs work.  
Thank you for your support. Volunteer of the Month 
awardees and organizations are in bold.

Get Involved!
There are lots of different ways to be 
part of Streetside!  To find out more, 
give Tara a call at (415) 864-5221,  
email her at tara@streetside.org or vis-
it our website at www.streetside.org.  

Tell It Like It Is! is a free, monthly 
one-hour event thatʼs all about  Street-
side.  Want to learn more about Street-
side, or get answers to your questions?  
Have a friend, coworker or family 
member who you think would enjoy 

learning about Streetside?  Hereʼs your chance!  Join us on Thursday, 
December 14 at 6:30 pm or Thursday, January 18 at 6:30 pm for the 
facts about Streetside, some great stories and refreshments. 
RSVP: contact@streetside.org.

Volunteer in the Classroom! During the school day volunteers can 
be part of the Storytelling Exchange, mentoring youth as they express 
themselves through autobiographical stories.  After school, volunteers 
can work one-on-one with students to help them with writing, reading 
and theater performance.

Bring Streetside Stories
to Your School!

Ever wished Streetside could come to your classroom? 
You can bring Streetside s̓ Storytelling Exchange, Tech 
Tales or Streetside After School programs to your school. 
Our programs build literacy skills while engaging stu-
dents in theater, digital storytelling and autobiographical 
writing.

In addition, Streetsideʼs TALE (Tools for Arts and Lit-
eracy Education) program trains educators, teachers-in-
training and other youth service professionals to use our 
innovative and engaging techniques. 

“Streetside is simply the best arts education program 
Iʼve seen in my years as a teacher and administrator.”

--William Hack, Assistant Principal
Claire Lilienthal K-8 school

Call Linda Johnson at (415) 864-5221 for details.

Jessica Baldwin
Jessica Longo
Jessie Morgan 
Jim Taugher
Julie Landly
Julie Novak-McSweeny
Jon Tupy
Kapiʼolani Lee
Kathy Brennan-Thompson
Kelly Jones
Kim Lottes
Kitty Torres
Leslie Taylor 
Levi Strauss
Linda Lewin
Linda Theibauth
Lisa Goodwin
Lizzy Solomon
Luca Prasso
Maria-Isabella Rojas
Michele Essayan
Michelle Freemer
Miya Reekers 
Nadia Vazquez
Natalie Crane
Noelle Crisan
One Brick
Patrice Willig
Patti Bender
Peter Thoene
Rachel Converse
Rebecca Hoffman
Rebecca Lorimer
Rose Lam
Samantha Schwartz
Sandy Woo
Scott Hackenberg
Stacey Mangru
Stephen Boyer
Steph Rue
Susan Kane
Tanya Cooper
Teena Touch
Thang Huynh
Trina Enriquez
Virak Saroeun
Whitney Light
Yvette Becnel

Aaron Sampson
Aldo Rodriguez 
Alexandra Corpora
Alex Goswami
Alia Al-Sharif
Amy Barish
Amy Charlewood
Amy Ferris
Andrea Ortiz 
Angela Woon
Anna Keyser
Anna Saunders 
Becky Jennings
Bich Nhu Nguyen 
Briana Verdugo
Brigid Deneen
Caroline Wagar
Casey LeJeane
Cristina Bonilla
Cynthia Pawana
Dana Al-Suwaidi
Daniel Lin
Danny Acevedo
David Weber
Debbie Gross
Diane Frasier
Done In A Day,           
   San Francisco Jr.   
   League
Erin Hewitt
Eva Realz
Forrest Ambruster
George Collier
Hands On Bay Area
Heather Katz
Ilse Craane
Isaac Samuelson 
JaHonna German
James Godbolt
James Nurre 
Jane Collier
Janey Hener
Jasmine Morgan
Jasmine Swearingen
Jeanne McArthur
Jeff Su
Jennie Haydel
Jen Browne
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Storytelling Exchange Students 
Read their stories at A Clean 
Well Lighted Place for Books



Friends of Streetside Stories...
The support of our wonderful donors means so much!

Authorʼs Circle
Multi-year Supporters
Robert Aydlett
Linda Johnson & Tod Booth
Susan Kostal & Marlowe Rondoni
Karen Watkins

$20,000 +
California Consumer Protection Foundation 
Community Technology Foundation of CA
San Francisco Department of Children, Youth and   
   their Families  
San Francisco Foundation 
U.S. Department of Education 

$5,000-$19,999
Adobe Systems 
The Bothin Foundation 
Fleishhacker Foundation 
Giants Community Fund 
Kimball Foundation  
Russell Investment Group  
Stulsaft Foundation 
van Loben Sels/Rembe Rock Foundation 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 

$1,000-$4,999
Carol Berluti
California Arts Council 
Lori Doebus & Kristen Schnepp
Carmen Gonzales
Levi Strauss & Co. 
Andrew Peterson
Cleaves and Mae Rhea Foundation/Andrew  
   Thompson & Rebecca Spring
Bill Graham Foundation 
John Ratliff
Morris Ratliff
Safeway Foundation 
Nancy Warfield

$500-$999
A Clean Well Lighted Place for Books
Gretchen Berggruen
The California Endowment 
Check Point Software Technologies 
Gail Diserens
Karen Donovan
Wilbur Houston
Ruben & Deborah Luera
Northern California Grantmakers 
Helen & Michael OʼHanlon
Nancy Oliveira

$250 - $499 
Gerald Barrella & Edgar Harris
Harvey & Katherine Brody
Julia & Stan Bromley
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Tanya Clark
Elena Dorabji
Cecilia Echeverria
Kearsley Higgins
George Hume
Dennis Jaramillo
Nancy Leavens
James & Seth Levy
Judy Lee
Jack & Alice Leibman
Edith San Yeung
Sandy Sherwin
Marilyn Waldman

$1 - $249 
Tom & Carol Aageson
Anita Allen
Anne Amis
Michael Andrews
Elizabeth & Enrique Arellano
Sara Armstrong
Carrie Arthur
Mary Austin & Brewster Kahle
Rachelle Axel
Loren Bialik
Lisa Bishop
Heather Bloch
Robert Blum
Kim Bogen
Wendy Booth
Britt Bravo
Aaron Brill
Margaret & Henry Brodkin
Emily & Montgomery Brower
Frieda Brown
Elizabeth Bruckner
Steve Bumbaugh
Tiia Carswell
Leigh Carter
Dana Cayce
J. Moses Ceaser
Leah Chalofsky
Elizabeth Chaney
Aileen Chang
Stephanie Chin
Gilbert Cho
Tanya Clark
Vicki Cocchiarella
George & Jane Collier
Carrie Coltman
Megan Condit
Brenda Cooper
Kathy & Mark Corbalis
Gloria Corral Terraza
Emma Cott
Chris Daly
Troy & Leslie Daniels
Tara Dorabji
Emily Dreblow
Jessica Droste Yagan
Bennett Dubiner
Kevin Dusek
Rima El-Kawa
Daniel Ellenberg & Judith Bell
Carolyn Evans
Ken Ferraris & Matt McCleland

Carol Field
David Fleishhacker
Mary & Thomas Foote
Georgia Frailey
Nancy Frank
Rio Gache
Rebecca Goldberg
Robert Gonzales
Karen Gordon
Got Light? 
Karen Greenwood
Lisa Griffin
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Grisanti
Maneesh Gupta
William Hack
Nancy Hagens
Lawrence Hamel
Gretchen Herbkersman
Glenda Hope
Herb Huebner
Richard Huebner
Karen Hwang
John Ignacio
June Jackson
T. Hardy Jackson
Becky Jennings
Leigh & Pat Johnson
Mark & Keil Johnson
Kim Kasprzak
Laurie Karzen
Patricia Kaussen
Carmen Kelley
Harold Kirsch
Arline Klatte
Ron & Ruth Koenig
Adrianne Koteen
Valerie Kuki
Elyse & Jim Kurtowicz
Julie Landry
Sarah Larson
Laurie Larzen
Mike Lessin
G.B. & Marilyn Levine
Jace Levinson
James Levy
Charles Link
Anne Lungerhausen
Sue Majeski
Walter Mann
Sandra Marilyn
Dianne Maxon
Melmon Family Foundation
Linda Mione
Steve Mockus
Janet Mohle-Boetani
Nina Moore
Sara Mossman
Penny Nakatsu
National Center for 
   Employee Ownership 
New College of California 
Ly Nguyen
Dante Nuno
Michael Omi & 
   Dianne Yamashiro-Omi
Patricia Osorio-OʼDea
Richard Otter
Richard & Terry Chin Pachter

Erika Padilla-Morales
Brenda Panagrossi
Amber & Ken Pelto
Charles Perez
Julie Petersen
Richard Peterson
Eric Pettit 
Adrienne Pine
Lynette Porteous
Luca Prasso
Jack & Carol Provost
Alex Pugh & 
   Ingrid Paulson
Ronald Rebholz
Melissa Wong Renati
Linda Roberson
Aldo Rodriguez
Hannelore & 
   Joel Romero
Dan Rosenberg
Irving Rothstein
Roxie Film Center 
Jennifer Rudy
Kristin Russell
Gitta Salomon
Tracy Schroth
Matt Schweitz
Jeanne Segal
Alice Shikina-Hoffman
Michael Siani-Rose
Gary Silberstein
Peggy Simmons
Gil & Judy Solomon
Andrea Spagat
Emily Stamm
Starbucks Coffee 
Jonathan Stein
Mary Stimmler
Marilyn Swartz
Rick & Judy Szink
Wako Takayama & 
   Murli Kotteyil
Josie Teal
Peter Thomson
Patti Tinker
Cynthia Tom
Elizabeth Traina
Antigone Trimis
Elisabeth Venturini
Paul Vestal
Peter Vestal
Jill Weinberg Pfeiffer
Steve Wertheim
Peter Win
JoAnne Winter
Pearl Wolffs
Lily Wong
Sandy Woo
Jason Wyman
Edward Yates
Jennifer Yeh
Scott Yundt
Abbie Zimmerman &   
   Jennifer Brault
Pilla Zargar


